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The Big Bang Fair South East 2017 was organised by STEM Sussex, the STEM 
outreach department of the University of Brighton, with the support of the 
Crawley STEMfest partnership with Crawley Borough Council and Central 
Sussex College. The headline sponsor was Gatwick Airport Limited. 
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Executive Summary 
 
The Big Bang Fair South East is part of the nationwide Big Bang programme, which encourages young 
people to consider career paths in and with STEM. The event was held on Wednesday 28th June 2017 at 
the South of England Showground, and was attended by more than 8,900 young people and teachers. 
 
Regional employers, HE and FE organisations, and professional bodies provided 262 interactive 
activities, stands, shows and workshops. The activities all showcased some aspect of STEM, and the 
stand exhibitors were encouraged to talk to the young people about their own career pathways using 
STEM. 
 
Alongside the fun and interactive activities, the Big Bang Fair South East held the regional heats of the 
prestigious Big Bang UK Young Scientists and Engineers Competition, where 96 teams of students 
competed for places in the finals, and the titles of Gatwick Airport South East Young Scientists of the 
Year and Young Engineers of the Year. STEM Ambassadors and representatives from industry and 
academia judged the students’ projects. 
 
Feedback from students, teachers, activity providers, judges and volunteers evidenced that the day was 
enjoyed by all, and many expressed a strong interest to be involved next year. 
 
STEM Sussex, the STEM outreach department of the University of Brighton, also coordinates the Big 
Bang programme of events across the South East, ensuring that all schools have the opportunity to 
attend a local Big Bang. The programme for 2018 includes the main celebration event on Wednesday 
27th June 2018 at the South of England Showground, and more than 20 smaller fairs right across the 
South East of England. 
 
Fast Stats 
 

 178 schools attended the Big Bang Fair South East 

 8,907 young people and their teachers attended 
o Total footfall was 10,185 

 96 projects entered into the Big Bang UK Young Scientists & Engineers Competition 
o 10 projects nominated to represent the South East at the national finals 

 205 different employers were part of the Big Bang Fair South East (through sponsorship, 
providing an activity or volunteering) 

 262 activities delivered at Big Bang Fair South East by 930 individuals from 208 organisations 

 20 ‘little’ Big Bang events run through the Big Bang South East programme 

 An additional 294 schools attended a ‘little’ Big Bang in 2016-17 
o Meaning an additional 11,020 young people and their teachers were reached 

 
To get involved in the Big Bang Fair South East 2018, or to find out more, please see: 
www.thebigbangfair.co.uk/southeast or email: southeast@thebigbangfair.co.uk 
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Introduction 
 
The Big Bang is a UK-wide programme led by EngineeringUK to bring science and engineering to life for 
young people. The Big Bang celebrates and raises the profile of young people’s achievements in science 
and engineering, and encourages more young people to take part in science, technology, engineering 
and maths (STEM) initiatives. 
 
This is the sixth year that STEM Sussex, the STEM outreach department of the University of Brighton, has 
run the Big Bang Fair South East. 
 
The Big Bang Fair South East aims to raise awareness, improve perception and inspire young people to 
consider careers in STEM disciplines. Activities came from a range of sources, including local and 
national employers, scientific and professional associations, and education and outreach organisations. 
 
The event also hosted the regional heats of the prestigious Big Bang UK Young Scientists and Engineers 
Competition, which was open to all year 7-13 students who had completed a project or activity in any 
area of STEM. Students from across the South East presented their work to a panel of judges from 
industry and academia, and the best projects were chosen to represent the region in the national finals 
taking place in March 2018. 
 
In addition to the main celebration event, a number of ‘little’ Big Bangs were run across the South East, 
from Oxfordshire to Kent to the Isle of Wight. This extended programme allowed a wider number of 
schools to attend an event near to them, while maintaining the excitement and inspiration of the larger-
scale event. 
 
 

 
   

  



 
 

Impact of the Big Bang Fair South East 
 
EngineeringUK undertook further brand monitor research in 2016. Nationally, 11-14 year olds were 
surveyed to find out their general perceptions of science, technology, engineering and maths, including 
their knowledge of what people working in these areas do, and how desirable they believe these careers 
to be (whether they want to work in them themselves or not). The tables below show the percentage of 
people who agreed or strongly agreed with each of the statements asked. The first column shows the 
national average from the brand monitor, and the subsequent columns show the results from the Big 
Bang Fair South East and competitors in the South East heats of the Big Bang UK Young Scientists and 
Engineers Competition. 
 

How much would you say you know about what people working in the 

following areas do? 
Subject EEBM (UK) Big Bang Fair SE BB SE Competition 

Science 36% 65% 83% 

Technology 38% 58% 76% 

Engineering 27% 60% 71% 

 
How desirable do you believe a career in the following areas to be? 

Subject EEBM (UK) Big Bang Fair SE BB SE Competition 

Science 48% 59% 76% 

Technology 54% 53% 78% 

Engineering 41% 48% 63% 

 

How positive or negative is your view each of the following? 

Subject EEBM (UK) Big Bang Fair SE BB SE Competition 

Science 63% 77% 93% 

Technology 66% 68% 84% 

Engineering 48% 59% 79% 

Maths 58% 58% 79% 

 
Overall, attendees at the Big Bang Fair South East had more positive views on STEM than the average 
11-14 year old. Competitors in the Big Bang UK Young Scientists and Engineers Competition in the South 
East rated each of the questions even higher. 
 
 
 
 

     

   

  



 
 

Growth of the Big Bang Fair South East 
 
The Big Bang Fair South East has experienced significant growth since its inception in 2012. 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The number of schools able to attend has grown again in 2017. Unfortunately, the event was not able to 

accommodate a significant increase in actual numbers. The venue did have capacity for even more 

students (and, indeed, there was a waiting list), but more sponsorship would be needed to pay for the 

additional requirements for the higher numbers. The Big Bang Fair SE was not promoted after September 

2016, as the spaces had already filled. 
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Big Bang Fair South East 
 
Wednesday 28th June 2017, 10:00-15:00 
 
The Big Bang Fair South East is a chance for young people to experience the rich and varied carers STEM 
can offer them, through a series of interactive shows, workshops, demonstrations and activities. It also 
gives teachers the opportunity to forge lasting relationships with employers across the region. 
 
Attendees 
 
The event was aimed at young people aged 9-19, and attendees came from colleges, secondary schools 
and primary schools. There were a total of 8,907 attendees at the Big Bang Fair South East, making their 
way from 178 different schools right across the South East of England. The map below shows schools 
attended from as far away as east Kent and the Isle of Wight! There were also community groups, home 
educators and parents in attendance. 

 
Although the event was open to anyone aged 9-19, the majority of attendees (more than 50%) were 
from key stage 3 (those aged 11-14).  

85.2% of teachers felt the students had a better understanding of the real-world application of 
classroom learning, 

 
84.7% of students enjoyed the day, with more than 51.3% saying the event made them think about 

what they want to do in the future and 30% being inspired to work in engineering. 
 



 
 

Activities 
 
The activities at the Big Bang Fair South East came from a range of providers, including HE and FE 
providers, science outreach organisations, and professional bodies, as well as employers. There were 
262 different activities delivered at the Big Bang Fair South East by 930 individuals from 208 
organisations. 
 
The exhibitions and workshops from regional employers were especially popular, as they showcased 
careers available to young people when they study STEM subjects. 
 
Shows and Workshops 
 
The Big Bang Fair South East offered a variety of professional science shows from local outreach 
organisations, including Do Science (The science magic… magic science show), Creative Space (an 
inflatable planetarium) and BOC (the inspiring gases show). Additionally, headline sponsor Gatwick 
Airport, built their own ‘learn live’ theatre, where students were taken on an immersive jouney through 
the airport to see some of the important STEM roles there. 
 

   
 
There were also plenty of bookable workshops, covering all elements of STEM. 

 



 
 

 

As well as scheduled shows and workshops, there were plenty of drop-in, interactive 
activities. Local employers, HE and FE institutions and many others showcased a 
variety of STEM careers. Too many stands to list in full, some of the highlights were: 
 

 Amateur Inventors – Breakfast Machine from BBC’s ‘Backyard Builds’ 

 American Express – promoting women in technology 

 Assurity Consulting – science experiments representing the services they deliver 

 Atkins – engineers and environmental specialists working on large infrastructure 
                projects 

 Avensys – working with Bowers and Wilkins and demonstrating science of sound 

 Balfour Beatty – leading infrastructure company working with drones 

 Being 747 – Clockwork Universe science rock’n’roll show 

 Bletchley Park – cracking codes with a WWII enigma machine 

 BOC – a leading global gases and engineering group – with an ‘inspiring gases’ show 

 British Airways – virtual flight on the Boeing 747 simulator 

 CGG – exploring geoscience with microscopes, raspberry pi computers and wave 
                machines 

 Clarkson Evans – basic wiring with apprentices from UK’s leading electrical contractor 

 Crawley Borough Council – ultra violet light box to see germs and promote healthy living 

 Creative Space – presenter led shows in an inflatable planetarium 

 CTEC Energy – leading independent clean tech engineering company 

 Edwards – keep a quadcopter grounded in a vacuum chamber, or expand marshmallows 

 Exploring Senses – a live pop-up miniature maker space, the ‘Young Inventors Centre’ 

 Gatwick Airport – activities demonstrating careers at Gatwick, including aviation, 
               engineering, operations, construction, biodiversity, sustainability and IT 

 GSK – interactive exercises to help you do more, feel better, and live longer 

 HSBC – supporting young people with their financial learning 

 Institution of Mechanical Engineers – Formula student racing car 

 Irwin Mitchell – promoting importance of intellectual property rights 

 Kier – design and build a self-supporting structure with local construction company 

 L3 Commercial Training Solutions – offering a unique flight simulation experience 

 Lokring Southern – preparing pipework and carrying out installation on demos 

 Mackley – Civil engineers specialising in coastal and fluvial construction 

 Mott MacDonald – renewable energy shown through model wind turbines 

 Network Rail – drainage techniques, lego signalling systems, arch bridges, and drones 

 NHS – biomedical scientists and pathologists demonstrate different STEM roles 

 OVESCO – Sunny solar schools project 

 Photek – light and particle detectors used in telescopes and aircraft missile systems 

 Pyroban – 3D inventor workstation demonstrates 3D components and assemblies 

 Randstad – state of the art race seat simulation 

 Ricardo – multi-industry consultancy developing engineering solutions for clean vehicles 

 Rina Consulting – interact with 3D content and virtual reality 

 Robogals – encouraging girls into STEM using Lego Mindstorms, sensors and motors 

 Science Oxford – micro:bit, micro:bot coding skills workshop 

 SEPnet – build a spectroscope, use planispheres and thermal cameras, discover planets 

 Sphere Science – practical workshops making rubber band rollers and solar cells 

 Sussex Learning Network – careers zone for practical information, advice & guidance 

 TE Connectivity – every connection counts! 

 Thales – research, manufacture and supply technologies for aerospace, defence etc 

 University of Brighton – demonstrating geology, IT, environment, product design 

 University of Chichester – inflatable dome full of STEAM activities 

 West Sussex County Council – multiple STEM opportunities and apprenticeships 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 
Volunteers 
 
STEM Ambassadors from many employers shared their stories and career paths, 
whether they were on one of the stands, or volunteering as a guide or judge. They 
informed young people of study options and what sort of careers these subjects can 
open up to them. 
 
Sponsoring companies and other organisations provided volunteer guides for the Big 
Bang Fair South East. The organisers are grateful for the time and enthusiasm shown 
by the many volunteers from: 
 

 American Express 

 Amey 

 Ardingly College 

 BAE Systems 

 Balfour Beatty 

 BION 

 British Red Cross 

 Central Sussex College 

 CGG 

 Costain 

 Crawley Borough Council 

 EngineeringUK 

 Environment Agency 

 HMPS Lewes 

 IBM 

 Mouchel 

 Network Rail 

 Pentagon Plastics 

 Proportico 

 Qinetiq 

 STEM Sussex 

 Sussex Downs College 

 Taylored Resolutions 

 Thales 

 University of Brighton 

 University of Sussex 

 Visions in Education 

 Waitrose 

 WES 

 WSP Group 

 
Careers Networking 

 
As well as the people on the stands talking about their own career pathways, a 

specific workshop was held to showcase the varied career options in STEM. The 

‘Meet the Future You’ workshop was facilitated by EngineeringUK. Students met 

real-life scientists and engineers to find out what they could be doing in ten or 

twenty years’ time if they continue with maths, science, computing, DT and other 

relevant subjects! This popular careers networking activity inspired students to 

imagine themselves as the scientists and engineers of the future, helping make 

the links between the hands-on challenges on offer at the fair and the many 

different exciting jobs available in science, technology and engineering. 

 

 

 
 

  
90.9% of volunteers would like to attend next year. 

 
93.3% of volunteers found the day enjoyable. 

 



 
 

Big Bang UK Young Scientists & Engineers Competition 
 
The Big Bang Fair South East runs the regional finals of the Big Bang UK 
Young Scientists and Engineers Competition (formerly known as the 
National Science + Engineering Competition or NSEC). The competition is 
open to those aged 11-19 and is split into three age groups and two 
disciplines: science and engineering. The science projects are focussed on 
investigation, discovery and the scientific method, where the engineering 
projects are focussed on invention, design and manufacture. 
 

 
  

 
Judges 
 
Judges worked in pairs and marked the students’ projects according to set criteria. The students 
presented to two pairs of judges throughout the morning, and their projects were moderated by a chief 
judge and chairs of each of the streams. A final moderation process with the chief judge and the two 
chairs of streams ensured fair practice. 
 
Thank you to chief judge, Margaret Ajibode – Obatec Ltd, and the two chairs of streams, John Lee – Vidsys UK 

(engineering) and Jeremy Crooks – STEM Ambassador (science), as well as volunteers from the following 

organisations: 

 4D 

 Air Products 

 American Express 

 Atkins 

 BBC 

 Brighton and Sussex NHS 

 British Gas 

 British Telecom 

 BSE3d Ltd 

 Carpenter Box 

 CGG 

 City of London Academy 

 Civil Aviation Authority 

 Coast to Capital LEP 

 Crawley Borough Council 

 Doosan Babcock Ltd 

 Edwards 

 Elektron 

 Eurotherm by Schneider Electric 

 Federation of Small 
Businesses 

 Galliford Try 

 Gatwick Airport 

 GSK 

 Highways England 

 Institute of Physics 

 Institution of Civil Engineers 

 Institution of Engineering 
and Technology 

 Institution of Mechanical 
Engineers 

 Kingston University, London 

 L-3 Commercial Training 
Solutions 

 London School of Hygiene 
and Tropical Medicine 

 McLaren 

 Ministry of Defence 

 Ofcom 

 Photek 

 Reigate & Banstead Borough 
Council 

 Ricardo 

 Royal Navy 

 Royal Society of Chemistry 

 SIGTA Ltd 

 Southern Water 

 STEM Learning 

 Thales 

 University of Brighton 

 University of Cambridge 

 University of Chichester 

 University of Greenwich 

 University of Sussex 

 URT Group 

 West Sussex County Council 

96% of judges believe the competition improves young people’s perceptions of STEM 

 



 
 

Awards Ceremony 
 
The 96 competing teams attended an awards ceremony in the afternoon, hosted by Bronagh Liddicoat, 
director of STEM Sussex. As well as some science ‘rock n roll' from the band, Being747, from EduPop 
Productions, attendees heard key note addresses from Tony Yates, Head of Engineering at Gatwick 
Airport Limited (headline sponsors of the event), and Angie Bines an ‘accidental engineer’ from the Civil 
Aviation Authority. The winners of the two grand prizes (Gatwick Airport Young Scientist and Young 
Engineers of the Year) also gave a short address on their project work. 
 
Winners 
 
Winners in each category and age group received a cash prize, and will represent the South East region 
at the national final in Birmingham in March 2018. 

 
Gatwick Airport South East Young Scientist of the Year 
Charlotte Day 
(individual entry) Southampton, Hampshire 
Her project compared the grazing rates of Psammechinus miliaris, Littorina littorea and 
Gibbula umbilicalis and the judges noted complex experimentation underpinned by 
sound academic research. 
 

Gatwick Airport South East Young Engineers of the Year 
Dipendra Gurung, Marfa Popova, Ruangfah Ruangsorn, Michael Tye, Henrique 
Florencio, Kiran Pachabhaiya 
Kent College, Canterbury, Kent 
Their ‘low cost robotic arm’ project considered about the end user and the practicality 
was well thought out. 
 

 

 Winner Junior Engineering 
Matthew Willis, Berkshire, Smart Case 

 Winner Junior Science 
Guildford County High School, Vitamins & Minerals from Recycled Food 

 Winner Intermediate Engineering 
Hazelwick School, SKD Stealth Air 

 

 Junior Engineering Runner Up 
Alexander Gray, Kent, Racing Drone 

 Junior Science Runner Up 
Sackville School, Investigating Resonance 

 Intermediate Engineering Runner Up 
St Wilfrids Catholic College, Mindmote 

 Intermediate Science Runner Up 
St Wilfrids Catholic College, Negativity and its Effects 

 Senior Engineering Runner Up 
Worthing College, Standardisation of Components in Tablets 
 

The above ten projects will be representing the South East in the national finals. 
 



 
 

Alongside the Big Bang Competition, companies have the opportunity to sponsor a prize. Below are the 
prizes from our sponsors that were presented at the Big Bang Fair South East. Winners received an 
engraved trophy or certificate and a cash prize for the school or STEM Club. 
 

 CGG Prize for Mathematics 
Sackville School, Investigating Resonance 

 Coast 2 Capital STEM Club of the Year 
Guildford County High School, Vitamins & Minerals from Recycled Food 

 Crawley Borough Council Prize for Creativity 
Worthing College, Standardisation of Components in Tablets 

 Edwards Prize for Technology 
St Wilfrids Catholic College, Mindmote 

 Eurotherm by Schneider Electric Prize for Commercial Potential 
Guildford County High School, Vitamins & Minerals from Recycled Food 

 GSK Prize for Healthcare 
St Wilfrids Catholic College, Negativity and its Effects 

 IMechE Prize for Engineering Design 
Royal Grammar School, Remote Sensing 

 IOP Prize for Physics 
Hailsham Community College, Efficient Design for a Water Rocket 

 Irwin Mitchell Innovation Award 
Tonbridge Grammar School, Flight Simulator 

 Photek Prize for Research 
Matthew Willis, Berkshire, Smart Case 

 Pyroban Award for Design Technology 
Highworth Grammar School, Billboard Beauty 

 Ricardo Prize for Innovation and Technology 
Barton Peveril Sixth Form College, Nocturnal Greenhouse 

 Thales Prize for Coding 
Tonbridge Grammar School, Flight Simulator 

 University of Chichester Women in Science and Engineering 
Guildford County High School, Vitamins & Minerals from Recycled Food 

 West Sussex County Council Prize for Entrepreneurialism 
Matthew Willis, Berkshire, Smart Case 

   
 

  



 
 

Big Bang South East Programme 
 
STEM Sussex also coordinates the Big Bang programme of events across the South East. Working with 
partners, the aim was to bring the fun and inspiration of the main celebration event to regional 
locations, giving as many schools as possible the chance to participate. The Big Bang Near Me 
Programme is about building a talent pipeline, and is an unprecedented and unparalleled collaboration 
between industry, government, education and the wider STEM community. 
 
STEMfests 

 
The idea of a STEMfest grew out of a proposal by Crawley Borough Council for a novel 
way of addressing the shortage of technical and skilled staff in the area’s high-tech 
businesses. A ‘STEMfest’ is a series of events for young people, their teachers and their 
parents, that showcase the innovative companies near to them and encourage them to 
continue with their STEM subjects and go on to meaningful careers in and with STEM. 
STEMfests can include in-school activities, employer site visits, university or college 
lectures, and, of course, their own ‘little’ Big Bang. 

 
The two new STEMfests that started in 2016 (Coastal STEMfest, culminating in the Big 
Bang @ Butlin’s, Bognor Regis, and East Sussex STEAMfest, culminating in the Big Bang 
@ Eastbourne) have built on their original success. There are also two new one-day 
events - Lewes STEMfest and Horsham STEMfest, which are held on a Saturday and 
involve parents and families. Since its inception in 2012, the celebration event the Big 
Bang Fair South East has been the culmination of Crawley STEMfest – even though the 
size of the event has meant a move from a Crawley venue! 
 
For more information on STEMfests, or to consider hosting your own, please see 
www.stemfest.co.uk or email crawleystemfest@brighton.ac.uk 

 
 
Events 
 
Coordinated by STEM Sussex, there were 20 ‘little’ Big Bangs in the South East in 2016-17: 

 The Big Bang @ Pennthorpe (Horsham West Sussex), 14th October 2016, organised by 
Pennthorpe School  

 The Big Bang @ Reigate and Banstead (Redhill, Surrey), 18th October 2016, organised by Reigate 
and Banstead Borough Council  

 The Big Bangs @ RAL (Didcot Oxfordshire), 31st January 2017, 14th March 2017, organised by 
Science Oxford  

 The Big Bang @ Winchester (Winchester, Hampshire), 28th February 2017, organised by 
Winchester Science Centre  

 The Big Bang @ University of Surrey (Guildford, Surrey), 1st March 2017, organised by Hillcroft 
School  

 The Big Bangs @ Leighton Park (Reading, Berkshire), 7th March 2017, 4th July 2017, organised 
by Leighton Park School  

 The Big Bang @ Sevenoaks (Sevenoaks, Kent), 9th March 2017, organised by Sevenoaks School  

 The Big Bang @ Richard Taunton (Southampton, Hampshire), 10th March 2017, organised by 
Winchester Science Centre  

 The Big Bang @ Butlin’s (Bognor Regis, West Sussex), 14th March 2017, organised by the Coastal 
STEMfest Partnership  

http://www.stemfest.co.uk/
mailto:crawleystemfest@brighton.ac.uk


 
 

 The Big Bang @ Holy Trinity (Crawley, West Sussex), 22nd March 2017, organised by Holy Trinity 
School  

 The Big Bang @ Discovery Park (Sandwich, Kent), 24th March 2017, organised by Kent and 
Medway STEM  

 The Big Bang @ Eastbourne (Eastbourne, East Sussex), 19th April 2017, organised by STEM 
Sussex  

 The Big Bang @ Solent (Southampton, Hampshire), 27th April 2017, organised by EBP South  

 The Big Bang @ Mid Sussex (Haywards Heath, Mid Sussex), 16th June 2017, organised by the 
Mid Sussex Science Week Partnership  

 The Big Bangs @ Bucks (Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire), 20th June 2017, 21st June 2017, 
organised by Science Oxford  

 The Big Bangs @ Isle of Wight (Isle of Wight), 22nd June 2017, 23rd June 2017, organised by 
University of Chichester 

 
The map below shows the location of the ‘little’ Big Bang events in 2016-17. There are still opportunities 
for schools, colleges or employers to host their own Big Bang in 2017-18. 
 
Running an Event 
 
 
 
 

 

    



 
 

Press Coverage 
 
The following media ran coverage of the Big Bang Fair South East: The Argus, Bexhill Observer, Crawley Observer, 
Crawley News, Mid Sussex Times, More Radio, Portsmouth News, Shoreham Herald, Southern Daily Echo, Sussex 
Living, West Sussex County Times and Worthing Herald. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
  



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Media Toolkit 
 
For the first time this year, a media toolkit was prepared for schools, so they could share the highlights 
with parents, careers and the local media. A template press release was provided to the schools, along 
with details on what to say, how to answer questions and the types of photos to include. Below is an 
example of a school using the media toolkit. 

 
 

  

STUDENTS embraced their inner science geek on a visit to a science, technology, engineering and maths (STEM) fair. 

Seaford Head School students attended The Big Bang Fair South East where they met employers and staff from colleges and 

universities, giving them insight into a variety of Stem careers. 

Among the highlights were designing an aerodynamic model car that they tested in a wind tunnel and taking part in an 

exciting chemistry demonstration about gases. Year 7 students also took the opportunity to showcase project work they have 

been working on.  

Robert Handy, director of Stem at Seaford Head School, explained how The Big Bang Fair has had a huge impact on the 

students who attended.  

He said: “At Seaford Head School, we understand the importance of getting students excited about pursuing a Stem career.  

“At this event there are so many opportunities to meet real life engineers and technicians as well as the chance to find out 

about different courses that students might not be aware of.”  

The Big Bang Fair South East is organised by Stem Sussex, the University of Brighton, in partnership with Crawley Borough 

Council and Central Sussex College, and is sponsored by Gatwick Airport.  



 
 

Twitter - #BigBangSE 
 
 
 
 

  



 
 

Quotes 
 
“Gatwick was proud to be headline sponsor of this year’s Big Bang Fair in the South East and was pleased to see 

such a fantastic turn out from schools across the region. Our objective is to inform the next generation of young 

people about the wide range of applications of STEM skills at the airport and inspire them to choose STEM 

subjects – helping to build a pipeline of talent for the future.” 

- Paula Aldridge, Community Engagement Manager, Gatwick Airport Limited (headline sponsor) 
 

“Thank you to you and your colleagues for another great experience at The Big Bang Fair. Our students had a 

thoroughly enjoyable day, as did we staff, and it’s such a good opportunity for students to present their work to 

others. I always find lots of interest and come away feeling inspired.” 

- Liz Carter, Warwick School, Surrey (teacher with student group) 
 

“What a great show!! We all found the school children refreshingly brilliant and quite inspirational. They were 

bright, inquisitive and keen to learn.” 

- David Knapp, Mackley Civil Engineering (exhibitor) 
 

“I had a thoroughly nice day yesterday and was amazed at the activities that the youngsters were shown and 

seemed to enjoy!  I have not attended this show before and was quite amazed at the number of schools and 

companies that take part.” 

- Volunteer STEM Ambassador at Big Bang Fair South East 
 

“It was a really super day and very productive. I have made several contacts which may lead to specialised visits 

here. All my students are STEM focused so these visits in science, medicine and engineering will be really 

valuable.” 

- Ed Tourle, Head of Student Education, Pestalozzi, East Sussex (teacher with student group) 
 

“I found the whole experience very rewarding and it is an excellent event. Hopefully I will be able to be a judge 

again, as I really enjoyed seeing what everyone had done and listening to their project stories. Plus I totally agree, 

adding ‘real world’ experience and feedback from the wide cross section of judges is invaluable to all those that 

entered projects.” 

- Jason Buckenham, American Express (judge in Big Bang UK Young Scientists and Engineers Competition) 
 

“CGG are very pleased to take part in the Big Bang Fair South East for another year. We have had a fantastic day 

with this year feeling busier than ever. As always it is great to explain the world at geoscience to so many people 

at such an engaging and vibrant event.” 

- Jeremy Palmer, Processing Supervisor, CGG (Zone Sponsor and exhibitor) 



 
 

 

 “Amazing work again this year on a tremendous Big Bang – WOW!!  You and the team must be suitably proud 

and also shattered!  [We] were extremely impressed by the number of students, particularly those who have 

been involved in STEM projects and were sharing their experiences.  And I loved the Gatwick Zone.” 

- Visitor at Big Bang Fair South East 
 

“The pupils had a brilliant day and it was better and bigger than last year. Thank you for all the work you done to 

make such a wonderfully interesting and eye opening day.” 

- Louise Horwood, Eggars School, Hampshire (teacher with student group) 
 

“Thales are passionate about inspiring and engaging young people in STEM subjects and The Big Bang South East 

is a really important event for us. The day enabled us to engage with talented young minds and network with 

teachers from our local community.” 

- Eve Maywood, Education Outreach Manager (Partner Sponsor and exhibitor) 
 

“I wanted to take a minute to say thank you for a tremendous event on Wednesday. I was incredibly impressed 

by the scale and organisation of the event and the enthusiasm of all volunteers, staff and students. We had 

fantastic engagement from a significantly larger number of students than I could have ever imagined, and 

whoever arranged for the rain to hold back, hats off to them! Thank you for all your hard work to make the event 

such a success and I look forward to hopefully returning next year.” 

- Dan Simons, Marine South East (exhibitor) 
 

"It is great to experience the impact our sponsorship had on such an exciting event that reached such a wide 

range of young minds eager to discover and enjoy science, technology, engineering and maths (STEM) subjects. 

STEM skills are a key gap in our region and this event helps address this issue, to ensure that our businesses can 

recruit and develop the talented workforce of the future." 

- Martin Heffer, Board Member, Coast to Capital Local Enterprise Partnership 
 

“Thanks for inviting me. As a first time attendee I was amazed at the size of the event, the variety of displays and 

the evident enthusiasm from the children and presenters alike.” 

- Alastair Watkinson, NatWest (volunteer) 
 

 
“Edwards, part of the Atlas Copco Group, were delighted to support The Big Bang again this year. Inspiring 

emerging talent is key to the world of technology and we look forward to welcoming the winners of our 

sponsored Technology award (St. Wilfrids Catholic College) with a visit to our Global Technology Centre.” 

- Julia Stevens, Edwards Vacuum (exhibitor and sponsor) 



 
 

 

Get Involved 
 
Employers 
 
By supporting the Big Bang Fair South East, you will be forging links with your future workforce. You can 
help make a positive difference to young people and their teachers by showcasing your innovative 
business. Getting involved is easy – and there are many ways you can support the event, including: 
 

 Sponsoring the Big Bang Fair South East  

 Judging at the Big Bang UK Young Scientists and Engineers Competition 

 Running an interactive stand or workshop at the Big Bang Fair South East 

 Volunteering as a guide 

 Providing prizes, services or equipment for the event 

 Sponsoring or running an activity at one of the ‘little’ Big Bangs 

 Offering a carers talk or taking part in a careers workshop 
 
Schools 
 
More than 260 hands-on activities, workshops and shows line STEM Boulevard, and STEM Ambassadors 
will be on hand to talk about the variety of STEM careers. Bring a group of students to visit the fair, by 
registering online at www.thebigbangfair.co.uk/southeast 
 
Older students can also enter the regional heats of the Big Bang UK Young Scientists and Engineers 
Competition and bring along a project they’ve been working on in class or as part of a STEM Club. 
 

Conclusion 
 
The Big Bang Fair South East has proved yet again to be a different and fun way to promote science, 
technology, engineering and maths (STEM) to primary and secondary students, and their teachers. It has 
showcased businesses and raised awareness of STEM skills’ needs. 
 
As the culmination of Crawley STEMfest, and through links with partners, including sponsors, local 
businesses groups and schools, the Big Bang Fair South East has the potential to continue to grow year 
on year, and reach even more young people. The Big Bang Fair South East has had a positive impact on 
the students and teachers who attended the event and engaged with the many activities on offer. 
 
Events such as the Big Bang Fair South East contribute significantly to helping young people make 
informed decisions about their future careers. The Crawley STEMfest partners are most grateful to the 
schools that enabled the participation of their teachers and students, and to the businesses whose 
support through sponsorship and engagement, made it all possible. These businesses have contributed 
to the young people and their teachers understanding more about the rewards and benefits of a STEM-
based career path. 
 

                

http://www.thebigbangfair.co.uk/southeast


 
 

   

Contact and further information 
 
Videos and pictures from Big Bang Fair South East 2017, as well as further information on the 2018 
events, can be found at www.crawleystemfest.co.uk 
 
The video can be viewed at: http://bit.ly/2vA57hg  
 
Partner Websites 
 
Crawley Borough Council: www.crawley.gov.uk 
 
Central Sussex College: www.crawley.ac.uk 
 
Gatwick Airport Limited: www.gatwickairport.com  
 
STEM Sussex: www.stemsussex.co.uk 
 
University of Brighton: www.brighton.ac.uk 
 
STEMfests: www.stemfest.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.thebigbangfair.co.uk/southeast  
T: 01273 641874 

E: stemsussex@brighton.ac.uk 
  

http://www.crawleystemfest.co.uk/
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http://www.stemsussex.co.uk/
http://www.brighton.ac.uk/
http://www.stemfest.co.uk/
http://www.thebigbangfair.co.uk/southeast
mailto:stemsussex@brighton.ac.uk
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www.coast2capital.org.uk 

 

 
 
 
 
 

www.thalesgroup.com 
 

 
 

 
www.chichester.ac.uk 
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www.sussexlearning 

network.org.uk    
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